Authorities report one fatality so far; 
high winds forecast. — National, 4A 


Arkadelphia wins 4A title with big plays, 
spectator’s interference. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Greg Kliemisch, a U.S. 
Postal Service inspector, 
said his agency has begun 
an investigation after some 
residents in Paterson, N.J., 
reported a gluelike sub- 
stance on mailboxes that 
prevents their letters from 
going down the chute — a 
method thieves use to try to 
snatch envelopes containing 
money. 


E Kathleen Romans, a ju- 
venile court judge in Ohio’s 
Butler County, dismissed 
charges against a 9-year- 
old boy who said he took a 
handgun to school because 
he’d been bullied. 


E Tonya Virtue, 33, of 
Mountain Grove, Mo., has 
pleaded guilty to selling 
counterfeit Louis Vuitton 
items to customers through- 
out the country in a scheme 
that netted $50,000, prose- 
cutors said. 


E Paul Thompson says 
many curious drivers have 
pulled over near his White- 
hall, N-Y., business after he 
paid a local artist for an 
11-foot-8-inch-tall, half-ton 
steel sculpture of Bigfoot 
and placed the piece out 
front, an idea Thompson 
said he had after meeting 
people who were searching 
for Bigfoot around the town, 
where some say the creature 
of legend lurks. 


E Scott Rogers said he 
thought his 6-month-old 
baby’s pacifiers were disap- 
pearing in the usual places 
like restaurants or in be- 
tween couch cushions, Okla- 
homa’s KFOR-T'V reported, 
but when his and his wife’s 
Shar-Pei, Dovey, became ill, 
they took her to an Edmond 
veterinarian, who removed 
21 of the plastic objects from 
the dog’s stomach. 


H Sgt. Ray Kelly of the Ala- 
meda County, Calif., sheriff’s 
office said Darion Mulder, 
a psychiatric patient, was 
recaptured after escaping 
from a hospital, attempting 
to steal two cars, then run- 
ning into freeway traffic 
where he was hit by a car. 


H Lisa Harding, 32, of Mad- 
ison, Wis., was sentenced 
to four years in prison, the 
State Journal reported, after 
she pleaded guilty to rob- 
bing three banks in Decem- 
ber 2016 — when she was 
eight months pregnant. 


E Mark Seaman says a 
Philadelphia cabdriver or- 
dered him and his male 
domestic partner out of the 
vehicle after Seaman kissed 
his partner on the top of the 
head, and now, eight years 
later, The Philadelphia In- 
quirer reports that the city 
has ordered the taxi compa- 
ny to pay Seaman $500. 

E Kamaron Lyshe said 
he’ll have to start from 
scratch after his Avondale, 
Ohio, residence burned 
down because another 
tenant in the multifamily 
home accidentally set the 
building ablaze while trying 


to kill bedbugs. 

WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny and milder. 
High 58, winds 
southwest at 5 
to 15 mph. 
Tonight Clear 
and cold. 
Low 36. 
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President Donald Trump tours the newly opened Mississippi Civil Rights Museum on Saturday in 
Jackson with Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant and others. Trump also took in the adjoining Museum 
of Mississippi History and gave a short speech to select guests that called for “building a future 
of freedom, equality, justice and peace.” His appearance was met with protests, however, with 
Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lumumba and others refusing to attend. 
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Guards’ policy slips cited 
for state prison flare-ups 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A string of violent alterca- 
tions at Arkansas’ maximum 
security prisons occurred, 
in large part, because cor- 
rectional officers failed to 
follow policy, according to 
state prisons director Wen- 
dy Kelley. 

Kelley, who has led the 
Department of Correction 
since 2015, gave an exclusive 


interview to the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette, in which 
she was asked specifically 
about several significant inci- 
dents in which officers were 
injured, shots were fired or 
inmates took control of areas 
of the unit. The interview 
was offered in the aftermath 
of another prison outburst 
the day after Thanksgiving 
that sent two guards to the 
hospital. 


Overall, since the summer, 
at least five guards and eight 
inmates have been hospital- 
ized in instances of prison vi- 
olence. One inmate, Jonathan 
Demoret, died in August af- 
ter a fight the month before. 
Across the state’s prison sys- 
tem this year, staff members 
have seen an average of 64 in- 
cidents a month of battery or 
threats of violence, according 


See PRISONS, Page 10A 


Arabs condemn Trump move 


Peacemaker role 
of US. disputed 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

CAIRO — Arab foreign 
ministers on Saturday de- 
manded that the United 
States rescind President 
Donald Trump’s decision 
to recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, calling it a 
“grave” development that 
puts Washington on the 
same side as the Israeli oc- 
cupation and the violation 
of international law. 

In a strongly worded res- 
olution, the ministers also 
called for the U.N. Security 
Council to adopt a resolu- 
tion condemning Trump’s 
decision. 

See JERUSALEM, Page 14A 


AP/NASSER NASSER 


A demonstrator carries a Palestinian flag Saturday during clashes 
with Israeli troops in the West Bank city of Ramallah, one of sev- 
eral “day of rage” protests in the West Bank and Gaza. 
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Free of ISIS, 
Iraqi premier 
tells country 


Border with Syria declared 
secure, all towns liberated 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


BAGHDAD — Iraq’s 
prime minister declared 
an end Saturday to the war 
against the Islamic State, 
more than three years af- 
ter militants overran and 
captured one-third of the 
country and imposed a vi- 
olent and austere rule over 
millions of Iraqis. 

Iraqi and American offi- 
cials warned, however, that 
key challenges remain de- 
spite the military victory. 

Haider al-Abadi an- 
nounced that the rugged, 
sparsely populated desert 
region bordering Syria has 
been “cleansed” of Islamic 
State fighters and that the 
porous border that had un- 
derpinned the self-declared 
caliphate that straddled both 
countries has been fully se- 
cured. 

“This victory was 
achieved ... when Iraqis unit- 
ed to face a heinous enemy 
that didn’t want us to see this 
day,” al-Abadi said. “They 
wanted to return us back to 
the Dark Ages.” 

Iraqi forces mopped up 
the last pockets of Islamic 
State fighters from Iraq’s 


western deserts Saturday, 
securing the country’s bor- 
der with Syria, a step that 
marked the end of combat 
operations against the ex- 
tremists. 

“All Iraqi lands are liber- 
ated from terrorist Daesh 
gangs and our forces com- 
pletely control the interna- 
tional Iraqi-Syrian border,” 
said Lt. Gen. Abdul-Amir Ra- 
sheed Yar Al- 
lah, a senior 
Iraqi military 
commander, 
in a state- 
ment Sat- 
urday after- 
noon, using 
the Arabic 
name for the 
Islamic State, 
which is also often referred 
to by the acronym ISIS — Is- 
lamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

Saturday’s declaration 
caps a war that has killed 
thousands of Iraqi troops in 
fierce battles for such cities 
as Tikrit, Ramadi and Beiji 
since 2015. But after losing 
the grueling nine-month 
battle for Mosul in July, Is- 
lamic State began to quickly 
collapse — ceding its grip on 
smaller cities and towns in 

See IRAQ, Page 14A 
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Faculties’ outcries 
slow UA System’s 
tenure-policy redo 


Tight revamp timeline, new wordings 
raise suspicions on campuses in state 


AZIZA MUSA 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Faculty members at five 
University of Arkansas Sys- 
tem campuses are waiting 
for a seat at the table. 

In September, the system 
sent word to its campuses 
about proposed changes to 
its tenure policy, which lays 
out what faculty members 
have to do to earn the sta- 
tus, what their annual re- 
view entails and how they 
can be dismissed. System 
administrators initially gave 
until Oct. 20 for teachers to 
provide feedback with an 
aim of getting the proposal 
to trustees for a Nov. 9 vote. 

But after an outcry — 
concerns over job protec- 
tion, academic freedom and 


the way the system devel- 
oped the proposal — the 
vote turned into an update 
item. And now, after the sys- 
tem has set up an email ac- 
count for feedback and a fre- 
quently asked questions page 
— and received comments 
from several faculty senate 
groups — the professors are 
still waiting to be invited for 
a discussion. 

“That’s our No. 1 wish — 
that we can sit down and 
work on this together,” said 
Leanne Lefler, president of 
the academic senate at the 
University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences, Little 
Rock. “We can’t understand 
why we can’t get that and 
why it’s taken so long when 

See TENURE, Page 13A 


Art museum tells visitors 


to sit awhile, 


ROBBIE NEISWANGER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Crystal Bridges Muse- 
um of American Art has a 
colorful and comfortable 
surprise for visitors as they 
wind their way through the 
temporary exhibition “Stuart 
Davis: In Full Swing.” 

When they reach the 
back corner of the gallery 
— the portion that’s home 
to paintings and works from 
the most successful decade 
of the American artist’s ca- 
reer — a 1950s-inspired sit- 
ting room is waiting to fur- 
ther immerse visitors in the 
experience. Guests are en- 
couraged to sit down in the 
inviting space, look through 
magazines, listen to jazz and 
stay awhile. 


take in 50s 


“What I think is so unique 
about Crystal Bridges is that 
we want you to feel at home,” 
said Dylan Turk, a curatorial 
assistant at Crystal Bridges. 
“We want this to feel like 
your museum. This allows 
that to happen.” 

The experience is an ex- 
periment for the Bentonville 
museum, which opened the 
temporary exhibition of Da- 
vis’ work in September. It 
will remain on view until Jan. 
1. Turk said it’s the first time 
Crystal Bridges has incor- 
porated interior design into 
an exhibition, working with 
Chris Goddard, owner and 
principal designer of Fayette- 
ville-based Chris Goddard 
Design Group, to produce a 

See SITTING, Page 13A 
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Protective specialist Chris Grant (left) of Bella Vista explains the sitting area exhibit to Laurie Richards 
and Dan Worth of Lincoln, Neb., last week at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Bentonville. 


